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River of Gold: Pre-Columbian Treasures from Sitio Conte 
Time: 
Tuesday –Saturday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM                

Sunday and Monday- Closed

Date: 
General Admission

February 2 – April 19 2008

Place: 
Paul and Lulu Hilliard University Art Museum 

University of Louisiana at Lafayette

Please visit: 
http://museum.louisiana.edu/Gold/video_gold.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kz5LR1duz6A 

Lafayette, February, 2008. In the early 20th century, the Rio Grande de Coclé River altered its course, exposing the remains of one of the most influential and spectacular ancient cemetery sites in Central America, Sitio Conte. The exquisite treasures discovered at Sitio Conte include gold work pieces from the archaeological site, and are traveling to Lafayette, Louisiana for an exclusive showing at the Paul and Lulu Hilliard University Art Museum. The exhibition also includes works of art that reflect aspects of this lost culture depicting how gold items were used to represent status. 

In 1940 archaeologists and anthropologists under the sponsorship of the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology began an excavation of the Sitio Conte cemetery site located 100 miles south of Panama City on the banks of Rio Grande de Coclé. Led by renewed archaeologist J. Alden Mason (1885-1967), the excavation uncovered a major burial site of an ancient chief that produced an abundance of gold relics from the ancient civilization. 

Along with maps and illustrative text panels, 123 exquisite pieces of Precolumbian Panamanian goldwork ca. from A.D. 700-1100 are on view. These include embossed plaques, nose ornaments gold-sheathed ear rods, pendants, bells, bangles, beads, ceramics, precious and semi-precious stone, ivory and bone are all presented in the exhibition. The master goldsmiths of Sitio Conte, working with the simplest tools, developed a sophisticated and advanced repertoire - repoussé, lost - wax – casting, metal alloying, depletion gilding – that allowed them to create these exquisite goldwork.

The exhibition is divided into four sections. The first introduces Isthmian geographical and environmental settings, as well as Mason’s excavation as seen from his field notes, drawings, and photographs. The second section utilizes evidence from the excavations to reconstruct elements of Precolumbian Panamanian society. The third section uses the iconography of goldwork from Sitio Conte to interpret aspects of a long-lost ideology. The final section is devoted to the metallurgical techniques of the ancient goldsmiths at Sitio Conte. 

This is a rare opportunity to not only see beautiful examples of gold jewelry and artifacts, but come to understand the significance of the excavation and its findings. The exhibition was organized by Penn Museum, University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology. 

Dr. Robert Sharer, curator of the American Section of Penn Museum, and Pamela Jardine, former Head of Collections, co-curated the exhibition. Dr. Stuart Fleming, Scientific Director Emeritus of the Museum’s Applied Science Center for Archeology, and Dr. Lee Horne, former MASCA Research Associate, provided research to offer insights in to the process and techniques of the ancient Panamanian goldsmiths. 

CIGNA Corportion provided production assistance for the excavation videotape, and helped fund the exhibition. 

###

The Paul and Lulu Hilliard University Art Museum in Lafayette, Louisiana is Acadiana’s architectural landmark and the largest art museum between Houston and New Orleans. The Museum features a variety of changing exhibitions and a continuing schedule of lectures and programs. Come enjoy the Museum and the beauty of University of Louisiana at Lafayette campus just blocks away from the galleries, shops, and famous restaurants of downtown Lafayette and the Oil Center.

Hours and Admission:

Tuesday –Saturday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM                

Sunday and Monday- Closed

General Information:     

Please visit http://museum.louisiana.edu or call 337-482-2278
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