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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                          

Contact: Claudia Méndez

             (337) 482-2278

             (337) 482-1368

             universityartmuseum@gmail.com
Transforming Tradition: Pottery from Mata Ortiz

Date: 
February 2 through May 3, 2008

Time: 
Tuesday –Saturday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM                

Sunday and Monday- Closed

Place: 
Paul and Lulu Hilliard University Art Museum 

University of Louisiana at Lafayette

Lafayette, February, 2008. The Paul and Lulu Hilliard University Art Museum will host the exhibition Transforming Tradition: Pottery from Mata Ortiz: February 2 to May 3, 2008.  Every piece of pottery in this beautiful exhibit was handmade by natives of Mata Ortiz, Mexico. The exhibition will be an intercultural experience as well as an opportunity to admire unique pieces of art. 

The artworks are reminiscent of pottery from the ancient culture of Casas Grandes that flourished between the XIV and XV centuries in the current state of Chihuahua, Mexico.  Natural materials collected from the land were used for the production of these exquisite pots, or Ollas, which were hand-modeled by individual craftsmen. Pottery designs were inspired by elements of the environment such as ducks, pigs and the moon, as well as geometric shapes. Original pieces from the Casas Grandes culture are also on display. 

After Spanish explorers arrived in the 16th century, the pottery tradition was lost for nearly four centuries leaving the once beautiful, artistic town of Mata Ortiz destitute.  Not until the 1950s when Juan Quezada, a native from the area with the help of the locals, experimented with materials reviving the techniques of the pottery found in the ancient city of Paquimé.  

The artistic traditions revived by Juan Quezada and Mata Ortiz residents, closely resemble the pottery forms and designs of the original Casas Grandes culture. This is a rare opportunity to see exquisite examples of pottery and to admire the history behind the objects. Transforming Tradition: Pottery from Mata Ortiz was organized by The Field Museum.

###

The Paul and Lulu Hilliard University Art Museum in Lafayette, Louisiana is Acadiana’s architectural landmark and the largest art museum between Houston and New Orleans. The Museum features a variety of changing exhibitions and a continuing schedule of lectures and programs. Come enjoy the Museum and the beauty of University of Louisiana at Lafayette campus just blocks away from the galleries, shops, and famous restaurants of downtown Lafayette and the Oil Center.
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